THAILAND'S PDPA MEETS THE

HIGHLIGHTS

EU’'S GDPR

Thailand'’s Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) was enacted on 1June 2022. It is based on the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and was drafted with training and guidance from Europe.

The GDPR came into effect on 25 May 2018 and is deemed to be one the most comprehensive data protection
laws in the world. It is criticised for being complex, but also credited with changing global awareness due to
its extraterritorial scope.

KEY SIMILARITIES

®@ Scope - Both laws apply to organisations that
process the data of individuals located in the EU

or Thailand, respectively, regardless of where the

organisation is located

@ Definitions - Both laws use similar definitions for

@ Legal basis - Both laws require organisations to
have a legal basis for processing personal data

@ DPO - Both laws require certain organisations to

appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) with a

key terms such as ‘personal data’ ‘data controller’
and ‘data processor’

KEY DIFFERENCES

common core of skills

PDPA

GDPR

AUTOMATED
DECISION MAKING

Does not clearly define the right of data
subjects to be informed about the use
of profiling and automated decision-
making

States that data subjects must be made
aware of profiling and automated
decision-making at the time of data
collection

PUBLIC Does not apply to public agencies Applies to all organisations processing
AGENCIES EU resident personal data
ANONYMISED Does not clearly define anonymised data Explicitly excludes anonymised data
DATA as an exception from its scope from its scope

NON-COMPLIANCE

Possible prison sentence of up to 6

Administrative fines up to €20 million

PENALTIES months. Administrative fines up to THB 5 or 4% of annual turnover, whichever is
million (approx €29k) greater
DPO SKILLS Scope of application: Scope of application:

A DPO working under the PDPA
primarily needs to understand the PDPA
principles in the context of private sector
organisations

Data Processing:

A DPO needs to focus on the principles of
data protection regardless of the method
of data processing

A DPO working under the GDPR needs
to understand how to apply the GDPR
principles in both public and private
sectors

Data Processing:

A DPO needs to understand the nuances
of both automated and non-automated
data processing

THE DPO CENTRE PROVIDES OUTSOURCED DPO SERVICES FOR ORGANISATIONS IN:
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